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ALL OCCASION GIFT CARD SALE! ORDERS DUE  FRIDAY
Now is the perfect time to plan for your Holiday gift giving.  Think about the gift cards that you will be giving as gifts (everyone’s favorite gift) and purchase them through our program!  Think about the various stores and online shops from which you will be purchasing gifts as well as your everyday purchases, and buy the cards through the PTO to use like cash when you buy your items!    You can purchase these now through the PTO to use over the next several months while earning money for the school!  The PTO will earn a percentage of your purchase (percentage varies by vendor and is listed on the order form).  The best part is you’ll be taking a few minutes now to plan, and you’ll be saving valuable time later!

There are literally 100’s of stores and retailers to choose from in all different  denominations. Cards  are 

available from major department stores, specialty stores, online merchants, entertainment venues, gas stations and too many more to mention.

Use the order form previously sent home, or download it from the PTO website (www.whitepto.org).  You can also check out the full list of all vendors at www.glscrip.com, look for retailer list.
Orders are due to the PTO mailbox with payment by Friday, October 23rd.  Orders will be available for pick up on Wednesday, November 11th from 3:15-6:00.  Don’t worry if you are not available then, we can make alternate arrangements.

Any questions should be directed to 
Jennifer Petlick at 453-4601 or Cherie Ackerman at 453-4180.
FALL FUN ACTIVITIES!
We have many exciting activities planned for the students for this fall.  Trunk or Treat will take place on Sunday, October 25th from 4 to 6 at the WTCS front parking lot.  Games, costume judging, and other fun activities will be provided by the committee.  Families are encouraged to decorate their trunks and adults can bring candy to  distribute   to   all    the    children  

who plan to “trunk-or-treat”.  Trunk or Treat will be held weather permitting and there is no rain date scheduled.
The   committee   could   use   more 
volunteers.  If you are interested please contact Marlee at 908-475-8419.  
A Halloween Dance for students in Grades 6 to 8 will be held on Friday, October 30th from 7 to 9:30.  More details and permission slips will be sent home.  

Fall Into Books is run by a committee of teachers, and will take place during school on Friday, October 30.  This year’s theme is “Pigging Out on Books,” and each student will pair up with a student in a different class to share books and to create a pig mask.  Everyone is invited to get into the spirit of the season on this day by wearing fall colors and parents are invited to come watch the parade of pig masks from 2:30 to 2:50.  Each student will also receive a book to keep courtesy of the PTO.  The PTO is grateful to the faculty committee for organizing this event for our students.
Our 2nd annual Heritage Night will take place on Friday, November 13th from 6:30 to 8:30 in the Cafeteria.  Bring a favorite family dish from your heritage, family tradition or background and come share in this potluck fun.  More details will be announced at the date approaches. Spirit Day will take place on this day during school and students and facultry are encouraged to wear colors from their heritage!  Maybe you have a shirt with a family crest or flag from one of your family’s countries of origin, or just wear the colors of the flag of one of the countries.
MARKET DAY UPDATES
Pie sale order forms were officially due already, but you can turn pie orders in online with your regular Market Day order through Thursday, the 22nd at 12 noon.  

Pick up for both pies and regular Market Day grocery items will be on Wednesday, October 28th from 3:30 to 4:30 in the cafeteria.

Anyone available to help with the delivery and sorting orders is welcome to join us at 2:30.  Come for a half hour, an hour or whatever you are able.

Thanks to our valued customers, we’ve made over $500 in profit on just our first two Market Day sales.

FALL FUNDRAISER
Thanks to the many students and families that participated in the Fall Fundraiser product sale.  Tally results are not yet in and will be announced at a later date.

Pick up of orders will take place in the cafeteria on Wednesday, November 11th, starting at 2:30 (end time TBA).
DOLLARS FOR DOLLARS
Our Dollars for Dollars gift card program continues to be successful as well, netting over $1,300 in profit for July, August and September.  All this with no one spending a penny they wouldn’t normally be spending!  Dollars for Dollars is our A&P, ShopRite and Kohl’s gift card program where you purchase gift cards at face value from the PTO and we make 5% in the process because we are able to buy them in quantity at a discount.  This $1,300 profit is from about 20 to 30 loyal families purchasing cards.  Imagine if we had all 200 families in the school participating in this program???

If you are not already participating, please start today.  There are a few ways to get your cards:  

1)  Send the order form attached to the back of this newsletter to school.

2) Email your order to pto@whitetwpsd.org and a representative will be in touch.
3) Stop by Pequest Family Practice or Mackey’s Orchards to purchase cards. 

4) Call a representative from the list below and they will be happy to assist you with cards.   
Barbara Vold, 475-1914, 58 Upper Sarepta Rd.    

Michele Ike,
475-8411,       4 Stone Hedge Rd. 

Kathy Muscat, 453-9840, _ off Beechwood Rd. 

Jen Petlick, 453-4601,________ Brass Castle Rd. 

Lisa Roschewsk, 400-4235,      104 Buckhorn Dr.

Joan Williams, In School Rep.________________ 

Mackey’s Orchard’s, 475-1507___284B CR 519

Pequest Family Practice_  _____Greenwich St.

Note: Credit cards are accepted at Mackey’s only.

Note: Kohl’s cards are stocked by Pequest, Vold, Ike, Muscat & Williams.

Note: Pequest is open M to F, 9 to 5.
Note:  Mackey’s hours by season and is currently open 7 days.

There is a Dollars for Dollars incentive program which is broken down into 3 four month periods for the year.  The first period is July 1 to October 31, and you have those 4 months to purchase a total of $800 in A&P, Shop Rite and Kohl’s cards.  If you aren’t at that mark yet, you still have some time to reach it!  Everyone who achieves that goal is rewarded with a prize.  For this period, you will have your choice of Preferred Seating at the Winter Concert, $5 Certificate to School Store or Book Fair for each of your children in WTCS, admission for your family to a Family Movie Night, or admission to a Grade 6 to 8 Dance.  New incentives will be announced soon for the next period, November 1st to February 28th. 

ROOM PARENTS
Room Parent lists have been distributed and the PTO would like to thank all of this year's volunteers.  Remember to keep open communication and have fun!

LABEL PROGRAMS
Congratulations go out to Mrs. Fleming’s 3rd grade class for collecting the most labels during the month of September.  The class will be receiving an ice cream party courtesy of the PTO!

Keep on collecting throughout the year, and the class that brings in the most labels from now until June 1st will win a pizza party.

Still not sure what to clip and send in?  Campbell’s now requires only the UPC Code.  Tyson’s is the A+ strip or label, and BoxTops is the small rectangular part with the value and expiration date.   Trim your labels neatly, and be sure to mark your child’s homeroom when you send them in.  See page 14 of the school calendar or visit the fundraising page on the PTO website for more detail on the hundreds of products that have qualifying labels, and to see what exactly needs to be sent in.
SCHOOL STORE

School Store will be open during lunch periods on October 28th, November 11th and December 2nd. We will then be closed until February 2nd. The School Store provides inexpensive school supplies at not for profit prices. For the younger grades, please send your child's School Store money in an envelope marked for School Store. We also offer gift certificates for the School Store in any denomination. Remember the School Store when celebrating a child's birthday, a class gift or any occasion. To purchase gift certificates or to volunteer to help at the School Store, contact Mary Duckworth at duckworth4@comcast.net or 475-2806.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Executive Board Secretary position is still vacant.  The next chance to make a nomination for  Secretary will be at the November 10th PTO meeting.  Join us at 7 PM in the library.  We are also looking for volunteers to organize future Movie Nights for our students.  We have a list of volunteers that are ready to help, we just need that one or two people to step up to organize everyone to make it happen.   
We have the same issue with our Kg to 2nd Grade Fun Night and Family Game Night- many volunteers signed up to help but we need a few parents to steer and organize.
If you have any questions on any of the above or can volunteer, please contact any Board member.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Still haven’t had a chance to complete your PTO Membership form?  You can find it on our website!  Just print it out, and send it in to school.  It’s never too late!

Thanks to those that have completed their member forms.  Volunteer lists are being created for each committee/event and will be distributed shortly to the Chairpeople.
ARTWORK PROGRAM
This program turns your child’s artwork into treasures to keep a lifetime!  Unfortunately, the artwork program is running a little behind schedule due to many absences this fall.  Mrs. Pearson, our Art Teacher, had (thankfully) tried to make sure she could get as many students to participate as possible.  This has delayed the shipment to the company by about a week.  As you know, that will set everything, in turn, back a week.  Therefore, when your Artwork comes home to you, please return your order for additional items ASAP so that we can have it to you prior to the winter  holidays.   This  year,  you will 
receive a 4” by 5” print of your child’s work that is yours to keep with no further obligation to purchase.  
CLASSROOM GRANTS
The PTO will continue to offer Classroom Grants to teachers for items not available through the regular budget process.  A simple grant application form is available in the office.

TEACHER’S WISH LIST
The Wish List is continuing as well this year.  Any teachers and faculty members in need of items for their classrooms can add the desired items to a Wish List which will be circulated.  There may be a parent or other teacher that has those items but is no longer using them, or who has access to them through contacts.  Some examples of past Wish List items are educational games and toys, puzzles, gently used books, etc.  You may find that you have some items on the list that you no longer need and can donate to the school.

If you are a teacher wishing to list an item on the Wish List, please contact Patty Toth at  pctplusthree@comcast.net.  Once we have a few items on the list, we will start to circulate it.
BENEVOLENCE NEWS

We will be collecting items to send to overseas military troops for our holiday collection project.  The PTO will also be assisting the 7th and 8th Grade classes with their project of sending cookies to the troops.  We 
will be assisting with packing and shipping.  Details on both these projects will be sent home at a future date.

Additionally, we have been in touch with a fundraising specialist who aids groups in raising money for families in need.  We have been 
given some ideas to think about, and may consider a project in the near future.

As always, if you are aware of a need in our community, please contact Marlee at 475-8419.  If we aren’t aware, we aren’t able to help.  You may also contact Marlee if you are interested in joining the Benevolence Committee.
MUSIC PROGRAM

Our afterschool instrumental and voice music program has expanded this year with the addition of our school’s Music Teacher, Miss Krov, offering lessons in brass, woodwinds and theatrical/classical voice.  Jean Navarr is continuing to offer piano, drums, keyboards and voice.  This year, we have also added private and semi-private opportunities.  

All students are off to a great start and enjoying the lessons! Despite the busy fall schedule, about 35 children are participating.  
January will bring a new session and will be here before we know it.   Keep the gift of music in mind for your Holiday gift giving!  If there is a lesson offering that you would like to see, please send your request to vlossakfamily@embarqmail.com ,

and we will see if accommodations  can be made.  Signs ups will be held in November and December.

A big thank you to Kristina Vlossak, who has taken over as Chair for the music program and has already spent countless hours coordinating the current session.
MOVIE NIGHT

Our first Movie Night of the school year was a huge success once again with a showing of Monsters Vs. Aliens, which the kids seemed to really enjoy. Our volunteers came through once again, and did an amazing job in running the event.  We are so very grateful to them for all of their help.  
We are looking forward to another Movie Night soon.  However, in order to continue Movie Nights, we need someone to step up to organize and coordinate.  We have a list of volunteers that are ready to help, just need that one or two people to step up to make it happen.  
BOOK FAIR
Thanks to all the Book Fair volunteers.  As always, your help was greatly appreciated!  This year's Book Fair was better than ever.  Congratulations to all the winners of the Raffle at Family Night.  We had 3 winners of a $25, $10 and a $5 certificate for books.  Many teachers were given gifts of books by their students for their classes.  
Note:  We have many copies of the Diary of A Wimpy Kid that were sent to us after the Fair, if anyone is 
interested in purchasing a copy, 
(first come, first served) for $6.99, please send in your check for $6.99 to the PTO mailbox ASAP with your child's name and homeroom number.  
JUICE BOX POUCHES

Our juice pouch collection is back in full swing thanks to Karen Dunaj 
volunteering to collect, wash and send them in.  The pouches are being collected in the cafeteria and Kg room. 

FUNDRAISING SPONSORS
If you haven’t already done so, please check out the below sites and see how you can earn money for the school.
www.goodsearch.com for yahoo based internet searches.  Earn money for our school with every search.  There’s no reason not to participate.  Please check it out today!

www.goodshop.com for Internet shopping

www.onecause.com for Internet shopping

www.target.com to earn points for  school when using your Target card

If you come across other opportunities like this, please let us know.
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